
A Lutheran Look at the Second Epistle of St. Peter 
 
Week 3: Final Encouragements 
 
Intro: If you could write one last letter to your friends and relatives, what would you be 

sure to include?   
 
Quick review of Week 2: 

1. Peter warns of the ever-present threat of false teachers and their deception—the 
devil is working hard. 

2. God rescues and preserves his own people through his promises fulfilled. 
3. We can trust God’s Word to provide what we need for defense against false 

teaching; remember the importance of growing in the knowledge of truth! 
 
 
Read 3:1-9 
Note the term of endearment that begins (and ends) the third chapter: “dear friends” 

(lit. “beloved).  Ministry is clearly so much more than a job to Peter.   
 
At the same time, Peter has an important job to do.  His task isn’t just emotional.  

Identify the teaching/knowledge words he uses in the first three verses.  
 
Take another good look at v. 2.  What point is Peter making in his comparison of Old 

and New Testament writings?   
 
Luther: “For it is the preacher’s office, as we have said often, not only to teach, but also 

continually to admonish and restrain.  For since our flesh and blood ever clings to 
us, God’s Word must be stronger in us, that we may not give room to the flesh, 
but strive against it, and gain the upper hand of it.”  (The Epistles of St. Peter and 
St. Jude Preached and Explained by Martin Luther, p. 205). 

 
How do you understand the biblical expression “the last days” (v. 3)?  To what time 

period do these words refer? 
 
To what two big events in the past does Peter point as those that “scoffers…deliberately 

forget” (vv. 5-6)?  We shouldn’t be surprised that they attempt to deny the big 
event to come.  Cf. Matthew 24:37-39 

 
Have you ever heard someone misuse v. 8?  What is the real point of the verse in 

context? 
 
 
Read 3:10-16 
The “day of the Lord” is a term used often by the Old Testament prophets; it refers to a 

time when God personally intervenes on behalf of his people or against his 



enemies.  Here in v. 10 the context makes it clear that Peter is referring to the 
Last Day.   

 
Thought question: which would be a better name for the Last Day—Judgment Day or 

Redemption Day?   
 
Is it really possible to “speed [the] coming” of the day of the Lord (v. 12)?  Cf. 

Matthew 24:14 
 
Discuss the difference between forever in heaven and “a new heaven and a new earth” 

(v. 13).  Cf. Isaiah 65:17ff 
 
Luther: “Here some may disquiet themselves as to whether the saints shall have their 

station in heaven or on earth.  The text seems to imply that man shall dwell upon 
the earth—yet so that all heaven and earth shall be a paradise wherein God 
dwells, for God dwells not alone in heaven, but in all places, wherefore the elect 
shall be also even where he is.”  (ibid. p. 210) 

 
V. 11 tell us to live “holy and godly lives” and now v. 14 tells us to be found “spotless, 

blameless” lives.  Sinners can’t do that.  How does our identity in Christ give us 
the power to “make every effort” as we live lives “at peace with him”?   

 
What great comfort can we take from vv. 15-16?  Multiple ways to answer… 
 
 
Read 3:17-18 
These two verses summarize the entire letter.  V. 17 encourages the cautious balance 

required to stay on the narrow road.  V. 18 points us to the fuel that powers us 
onward. 

 
Application question: What steps are you taking to keep growing in the grace and 

knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ?   
 
Luther: “Here observe how great care the Apostle shows for those who have come to 

believe, which urged him even to write these two Epistles, wherein is richly 
comprehended what a Christian should know, besides also that which is yet to 
come.  May God give his grace, that we also may seize hold upon it and retain it.  
Amen.” (ibid. p. 212) 

  
Closing words and thoughts: “To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.”  May it be 

so in our church and in our lives! 
 
 


